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Shown above is James M. Cole II with the baby elephant, Dorothy, who were 
recently filmed by CBS Television for a movie short. This seven 
year old lad is the son of James M. Cole owner 
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News and Activities of the 
CIRCUS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Founded In 1939 
By Don S 
Harry M. Simpson 
OFFICERS 
Bette Leonard 
Maurice Alaire 
Walter Pietschmar 
John Crowley . 
William Green Electi 
PAST PRESIDENTS 
Don Smith 
Walte 
rthur 
John Va 


An Open Letter 
from CHS President 


1939 when 
al Society” 
the sole pu 

a club for Collectors of 
na”, to be kept and 
placed in a museum for 
the comin: 
never see 
glories of the old 
wagons, etc., the 
to 347 members 
ganizations it 
meet and conta 
onally, so I 
z ns to talk directly 
of you. 
When you paid your 
received your membe 
did not give you any 
privil on 1y Circus 
ly I have received complai 
Circus man not or 
members but o club members 
as well, deman free passes 
free privileges, giv 1 t 
fhow the Circus s 
ed and run, end 
formers life and 
flash light pictur 
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your town that the Circus I 
but in every town, now 
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KING BROS. CIRCUS 


Reviewed by John J. Crowley, 
Cc. H. S,, C. F. A. CMB&OA, at 
New London, Conn., July 4, 1947, 
and at Farmingham, Mass., July 
23. 


This fine show came into New 
England and played many stands 
in Connecticut, Rhode Island and 
Massachusetts. The show has been 
greatly enlarged since th 1946 
season and is now without a sha- 
dow of a doubt, “The World's 
Greatest Motorized Circus.” In 
fact it compares in size with the 
Andrew Downie’s or Downie Bros. 
Circus as run by Charlie rks in 
1936-37 and with the Ray Rogers, 
Wallace Bros. Circuses of 1944. As 
both the Downie and the Wallace 


Top—Steam calliope 
Deacon Albright. Bottom—Thre 
of the King Bros. Bulls—John J 
Crowley Photo 


played 


shows for the seasons mentioned 
were the largest truck shows in 


larger 
more 
circus 


the world. King Bros. is 
has a stronger progam and 
equipment than any truck 
on the road today. 

The Circus is again operated by 
Harold Rumbaugh and Floyd King 
and they have greatly improved 
the show since 1946. 

Equipment 

The Big Top is a 110-foot round 
top with 3-forty foot middles. It 
is greenish-khaki in color and 
uses 4 center poles, 24 quarter 
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poles and 76 side poles. Reserved 
seats of regular circus type are ten 
high and the blues or general ad- 
mission seats are twelve high. 
Three rings are used. 

The menagerie at both stands 
which I caught the show, was cor- 
raled or sidewalled and contained 
4 bulls, Mona, Susie and Mary of 
last season and a new baby bull 
called Margie. Another baby bull 
died during the early season. Al- 
so were the following led stock: 
2 camels, 1 llama, 1 donk § 
ponies, 8 horses, 1 sacred cow, 2 
audad or barbary sheep. There 
were also the following cages: 
Cage truck 24—1 lion and 2 bears; 
cage truck (unnumbered)—1 z 
bra and 1 brindled gnu; cage truck 
(unnumbered)—1 deer and 9 mon- 
keys 

The kid show or side show top 
was a 60-ft. round top with 2-thir- 

y foot middles and had the usual 

ay of freaks and a _ colored 
rel, also a cage truck with 
one fighting cat in a cage which 
Frank Phillips, old Sparks cat 
I r and fought the lion 
and every side show 
mance 

> was also an animal exhi- 
bition Ww on the midway, using 
30-fo top w s. The 
use was unde 50x20 foot 
top and was one of the finest on 
the road this season and Chef Na- 
poleon Read, old time colored cir- 
cus cook, red puts out some 
Swell meals. A 20x30 ft. dressing 
top and a 20x20 ft. band top com- 

pletes the list of tents 

All the show-owned straight bed 
truck and semi-trailers are paint- 
ed a bright yellow with the title 
King Bros. Circus painted in 
bright red with black trim. The 
lettering was done by A Lee 
Hinckley, the big yw bandmas- 
ter, and he did a beautiful job. 

The show semis- or trucks with 
trailers as follows: No. 20 Side 
show canvas, poles and props; No 
30 Grandstand supports and bible- 
backs; No. 40 Stringers and jacks; 

50 stringers and jacks; No. 60 
No 93 grandstand 


; props and 
Next Page, Please 
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wardrobe; No. 8 led stock and 
baby bull; No. 12 horses and 
ponies; No. 47 three bulls; No. 6 
big top canvas; No. 7 big _show 
band sleeper; No. 9 Colored work- 
men sleeper; No. 11 White work- 
men sleeper; No. 27 staff and per- 
formers sleeper; No. 29 cookhouse 
truck; No. 44 light plant truck; 
‘ . & total of 19 show-owned 
semis. 

The show-owned straight trucks 
were as follows: No. 1. service 
truck; No. 10 fire truck; No. 4 
stake and chain truck with canvas 
loading derrick; No. 24 cage truck 
carrying 1 lion and 2 bears; cage 
truck carrying 1 deer and 9 mon- 
keys; cage truck carrying 1 zebra 
and 1 gnu; sideshow cage carrying 
fighting lion; No. 33 sideshow per- 
formers sleeper; Dodge panel truck 
carrying 2 wheel stake driver; 
tractor water wagon and stake pul- 
Jer, hauling 4 wheel ticket wagons; 
horse truck; wild life exhibit; 
props, air calliope and band truck; 
2 wheel sleeper trailer a to- 
tal of 21 vehicles. 

Private-owned vehicles included 
2 private concession trucks, Don 
McClelland’s horse truck, De Ris- 
kies house car, 26 private cars 
each hauling a house trailer 

Making a total of 70 vehicles if 
each private auto and trailer is 
counted as one, but if counted as 
two it would make a total of 96 
vehicles on the show. 

The Program 

Lee Hinckley has a_ swell 9- 
piece band accompanied by the air 
calliope, this band plays a_half- 
hour concert before the program 
of real circus music instead of the 
modern jazz played by some of the 
circus bands of today. The show 
has a steam calliope mounted on 
a truck played by E. Deacon Al- 
bright, famous old time circus 
calliope player. This calliope was 
once owned by Crazy Ray Chois- 
ser, who played this calliope on 
the “Water Belle,” a Mississippi 
river excursion boat. 

The program is very strong and 
is reviewed as follows: 

1, The “spec” entitled “La Fi- 
esta” with all the performing 
personnel, 4 bulls, 8 horses, 5 
ponies and all led stock. A well 
costumed and interesting spec. 

2. Single pony with monkey 
rider, L. D. Hall; troupe of 7 edu- 
cated dogs, Albert Powell, trainer; 
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single pony with 
Matt Lawrish. 

3. The Great Guice Troupe, Mr, 
and Mrs. Walter Guice in a fine 
trampoline and triple horizontal 
bar act. 

4. A 7-piece clown band in their 
“Murdering of Music,” finishing 
with water throwing gag. 

5. Aerial swinging ladders: 
Francine Deriskie, Flo McIntosh 
and Sylvia Gregory. 

6.5 Shetland ponies in liberty 
drill worked by Matt Lawrish. 


monkey rider, 


juggling act. 

8. Clown Walkaround 

9. Iron Claw Act. Sylvia Greg- 
ory 

10. Singe bull act, featuring “Su- 
sie,” about the best single bull 
act in the country, worked by 
Matt Lawrish. 

11. Clowns Featuring Bozo 
Ward as Dentist in the Toothache 
Gag. 

12. Slack wire act: Lucy Deriz- 
kie; tight wire act: McIntosh trio; 
tight wire: Powell trio. 

13. Again the crazy clowns. 

14. Deriskie Family. Father, 
mother, two young ladies, a very 
small boy and two very small girls 
in a real acrobatic display of risley 
and hand and head balancing 

15. Cosetta & Chita Christiani 
in a fine bareback act which they 
do some really difficult feats on a 
single rosinback 

16. Clown prize fight 

17. 3 bulls, in a nice fast act 
worked by Flo McIntosh and as- 
sisted by Matt Lawrish. 

18. Francine Derizkie in a great 
head balancing act on swinging 
trap, also on the revolving traps. 

19. Clown walkaround. 

20. 3 high school horses “worked 
and ridden by Matt Lawrish, Betty 
Miller and Flo McIntosh. 

21. Teeterboard Acrobats. The 
Five Christianis in a swell act. 

22. The Three Christiani men 

. turn to page 11 


MEMORABILIA REPAIRED 
Damaged Lithos, Posters, Heralds, 
Programs, Prints, Hand Bills, etc.. 
cleaned, repaired and restored. 
Expert work. 

AUGUSTUS RAPP 
306 Eighth Ave. So., 
Nashville 4, Tenn. 


Nov:, 
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ECOND OPENING 


Ladies and gentleme 
you to all gather in clos 


that we may ju 
have on the inside for y 
just make an opening there folks 
so any and all boss canvé men 
can get right down close he 
Here, you kids make an oper 
there and let this red headed pad- 
dy with a voice like a pond ] 
bull frogs get right down 
and not m any part 
He'll be sure to kno\ 
what this bal 
all at For 
over and above 
dollar bill or 
uC vou will 
catch the greatest 
all time in action 
work that have 
entire season and when 
closed had something left 
that white wagon don’t 
overlook using some 
on hand to  purc 
board to this master 
One Sinclair Lewis, tl master 
showman of all times, that pre- 
sented for your approval, and re- 
ally got it, “Main S Bab- 
bitt” and “Arrowsmith” he now 
got together some kind 
ond string Tom Show or 
alized ic 
Lewis Bromfield would put it, tl 
he calls “Kingsblood 1,” 
which he ché 
tioned price of 
the back flap of I 
posed picture that would 
he’s expecting as big a I 
this January act as wou 
a Poodles MHanneford 
workers simply must buy c 
e’s bound to be great holes in 
blues and in the reserved seat 
on and each and every bale of 
straw will be on use in the horse 
tops, but the big act, t 
r performance that 
you spellbound is just Vv a pro- 
ional autho over 
nt into a j er ar make 
job one with all moder on- 
sa and a -remur 


nsational 


jus 
xf 


Now 


urnalistic pai 


whict 


center 
leave 


beyond 
mention 
There’s a t 
ned up down in 
s Bar of Music” r 
town on St. Charles St., J 
opposite the St. Charles Hotel. 


—Page 6— Hobby-Bandwagon, 


Nov 


olks, but 


cl 
b 


to 


meet with Ré 
Publishing Co 


simply another spot 
a cafe in a particular 
by itself. The walls are 
‘ ano pla 
; out of 
worker 
seasor 
storage, the big 
off the lot for the last 
now, now e 


seen 


some of 


im e 
contact Di 
eans, order a 
> the cool 
hose vocal 
so many 
re now so 
paper, do 
those hot 
s giving the 
men 
anything 
have had 
ink 
sitting in 
and the 
gang of 


had, the 
and 
voudn’t 


perly, not 
stand, but 


can 
up and 
bring yc 
and you begin pol 
can do a 
© that fly inf 
could always 
food and as 
as you or 
but those 
Now Mr 
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Universal-International 
Purchase Movie Rights 
of “Gus The Great” 


Universal-International 
announced the purchase 
rights of “Gus The Great,” a 
page circus novel by 


have 
film 
700- 
Thomas 


was the 
Book 
born 


Duncan. “Gus The Great” 
September selection of the 
of-the-Month club Iowa 
author Thomas Duncan, is shown 
above with his attractive wife, 
Actea, who helped him retype the 
script. Photo by Universal Pic- 
tures Co., Inc 
> 0 
CHS PHOTO 

This month’s photo was furnish- 
ed by Bette Leonard, CHS Pres 
den shows the original § 

of 1901. Reading from 
right—Charle Siegrest, 
Mrs. Eddie Polo, > Polo, Mrs 
Charles Siegrest d Toby Thomas 
This picture was loaned to Mrs. 
Leonard by Joe Sie st son of 
Charles Siegrest. This picture will 
be mailed all CHS members under 
Separate cover, 
2a 

Read the advertisements in this 

issue and save money. 
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CIRCUS ARTICLES 
HOBBIES, Sept. 1947—“The Two 
Car Circus” by A. Morton Smith 
ar . WHITE TOPS, July-Aug. 
1947—Review of Ringling  Bros.- 
Barnum & Bailey, Dailey Bros., 
i Bros. Circuses, also photo 
RB&BB, Bailey Bros. and 
} Ss 5 : BILL- 
BOARD, 
week. 
—o 
NEW MEMBERS 
350—Charles W. Dech, 617 Maple 
) ] wn, P. 
E yn 
Allentown, Pa 


F ADDRESS 
yatt, Stop 33 


Dech, 617 
(A. M.) 


Shady- 
Eugene Thompson 38 
Columbus &, Ohio 
I Wentz, 337 
mpton, Pa 
l M. Kattenberg, Mans- 
field-Leland Hotel, Mansfield, Ohio 
Tom Parki n, 437 Columbia 
St., Shreveport. La 


Jones 


East 


21st 


Del., Car- 


4100 Richmond St., 
t 37, Pa 
W. Kuehne, 3% 
f Yayton 5, Ohic 
Herbert J. Antes, 610A Missouri 
East St. Louis, Ill 


SS UNKNOWN 
rge W. Poultney 
0- - 
MEET AT PERU 
The 4th annual Mid-west meet- 
ing of the Circus Historical Soci- 
ety was. held at Peru, Ind., October 
25-26 and complete details of this 
meet will appear in the December 


issuc 


Susan- 


MIDWEST CHS 








ECIAL WHILE THEY LAST 

ENVELOPES—$1.00 
Add 20c post 
CAMDEN HOBBY CENTER 

92614 Broadway Camden, N. J 


per thousand 
Sample 10c 








“GUS THE GREAT” 


A 700-page Novel of 


circus life— 

50 postpaid. Order from 
THE GUNROOM BOOK 

North Castine, Maine 


LERS 
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Susie Is Dead 


Zoo 
only 


Susie, famed Cincinnati 
Gorilla and known as the 
trained gorilla in the world 
ed away October 29th at 
nati at the age of 21 

Susie was flown to this c 
on the Graf Zeppelin in 1929 
for two years toured this country 
with the 101 Ranch Show and the 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 
Circus. She feature at- 
traction at nati Zoo 
from 1931 


Would every reader send on a 
post card the name, owner and 
home address of all of the 
cuses known by you that were o 
the road _ this r, to Hobby- 
Bandwagon, , Ohio. It is 
very impor > have this 
informatio ‘ ppreciate 
your cooperation. We have the 

and address of all railroad 


CHS NOTES 


Distance means nothing to CHS 
Murray Guy, who traveled from 
Jeanette, Pa., attend the Mid- 
west CHS Me at Peru, Ind 

>-shoot- 
er ¥ Wild West 
SI 


y, famous _ forty-horse 
nounces that he 
sale Barnum & Bailey ph 
en while on the Europe 
His advertisement appears in 
Business Directory 
has been rep 
B. Kistl of 
attended so m 
that he is taken for “on 
personnel” as various circu y 
nearby Allentown. Charlie ted 
as one of the “top notch” circus 
fans. 
The Hobby-Bandwagon woul 
make a fine Christmas ft 
your friend Circusiana collector. 


Bette Leonard, Pres. of CHS, re- 
ports that she spent two days w 
the great Dailey Bros. Circus 
month and received the a 
hand” of which this fine circus has 
become famous among CHS, CFA 
and CMB&OA members. 
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rted 
Allent 
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that 
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The Shell Collectors 


- Department - 


By Dorothy L. Freas 
8935 86th St. Woodhaven 21, N. Y. 


BEACH COMBER, DELUXE 


Without the excuse of “rheuma- 
tiz” I have been walking doubled 
over for two weeks. I have been 
gathering shells and observing the 
odd and interesting things of the 
seashore - 

In a tide-pool, on the beach, I 
saw a little one-inch shell bobbing 
about in a queer way. It was an 
oyster drill, with a little hermit 
crab in it, instead of its original 
owner. Nature does not give this 
little crab the hard shell of his 
cousins, so he picks out an empty 
shell on the beach and wriggles 
into it. He is not always satisfied, 
and may look into several shells 
before he finds one to please him. 
His claw fits across the opening, 
for a door. 

At the ocean’s edge, as I watch- 
ed the water slide up and back 
again, my eye caught a quick 
change of appearance or color, but 
at first I did not see just what 
happened. I stooped down. and 
as the water came in, dozens of 
little wedge shells, half an inch 
long, appeared on the sand. As 
the water receded, the shell flip- 
ped up on the narrow end, and 

the wet sand 

pened so quickly, 

U own on my Knees 

hen I saw the animal 

nding siphons and foot, 
at ei end of the tiny - shell 

The ent disappearing act was 
marvelous because of the derter 

ty and speed her day, we 

looked for 

(Polinices) 
and even I (Busycon 
Carica and B iculatum) 
were scarce, although we found a 
few. There was a drift a foot 
wide, of mussel shells, all along 
the beach, and a great many of 
these had slipper shells (Crevidula 
fornicata) on their backs. Some~- 
times there was a big slioper stuck 
fast by suction, to the mussel 
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Geo. Evans, V .Pre: 
D. W. Dento: e 
Anne L. Dent, 


DIRECTORS: A. 0. Brow 
Kar Denton, E 





Haberkorn To Head * 


Burnt Corkers, Inc. 


J. Lester Haberkor 
worth, Ill., was elected 
president of the Burnt 
Inc., at the seventh 
vention held 

Sept 7th. 

George Evans, who 
president. Other membe 
ed were Dwight W. Dent 
tary, Chas. J. Tripp, tr 
they with A. O. Br 
McClinock, Kar 

Jackson, Perri az 
Shannon will compr 

tive board. 

State organization will be 
ed from the already la m 
bership and will be knovy 
“Stages” with Lancaster, national 
headquarters, being known as 
Stage No. 1. These stages will be 
given appropriate names 

Charlie McClintock was program 
chairman, who turned the 
gram over to master of 
monies Charlie Loucks of Colum- 
bus, Ohio. Loucks did a fine job 
and contributed his talent by 
ing “That Wonderful Mothe 
Mine” with the 400 Burnt Corkers 
joining in the chorus. 

Entertainers who took part were 
stringed musicians “Three Muske- 
teers,” comprising Scott, Seesholtz 
and Webb; Walter Prather, Logan 
tenor, who sang “Roses of Pi 
dy;” barber shop harmonizers, 
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‘The pounds Four;” Betty Ann 

“When You Were 
impersonations 
Amanda; Dick 
Ed Rapp, as Dr. 


Strickler, 
tap dance 
Mishaw, the r 
tenor, 
Bit of Heaven,” a 
, McLain, Shan- 
r Sain singing old 
ites; Tom Lavery, Columbus, 
Merle Kimble, Logan, the black- 
fac end men, with Lavery sing- 
ing “Strut Miss Lizzie,” and both 
engaging interlocutor Loucks in 
repartee. 
Impersenates Williams 
Others in the show were Jim 
Hutchman, doing a buck and wi 
Carl Johnson, Zanesville, impe 
sonating Bert Williams, famous 
c median, 


neymaker, 
> a fat ey 
ick J} 
and My 
ing bones, 
erkorn and Kar 
professional 
Denton, climaxing the 


> er 


¥F OWNER 


se: None 
HARRY M. SIMPSON 
Publishez 
1 before me 
f mber, 1947. 
LOUISE SIMPSON 
Notary Public 
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sralds and Photos. 
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NCER CHAMBERS 
Syracuse 1, N. ¥ 
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ADVERTISING RATES: 
Write for contract rate 
Three consecutive inser 
words, to be used as wanted, 
ed. Minimum ad. 30c. 


Disp lay—$1.50 p 
CLASSI FIED—4c pe 
ons of same 
$10.00. Nz 
Cash with or 


inch single insertion. 
word, per insertion 
ad. for the price of two. 500 
address must be count- 
Reference with first order 





FOR SALE 





FOR SALE—NINE OLD WAVER- 
ley novels from 1831, $1.00 each 
Lou Hayek, Toledo, Iowa 


HOBBYSWAP CONTACTS MAGA- 
zine contains large list of ex- 
changes. Copy 10c. De 5 
Washington Ave., Albany 


SEND $1 FOR 20 “GOOFY” 

tons. Packard, 825 South 98t 
Tacoma, Wash 3t1047 
100 OLD BUTTONS FOR $1.00, ALL 
different. Mrs. Stanley S. Rey- 
nols, 112 Malta Ave., Ballston Spa 
Nowy 3t12 
$1.75 CATALOG VALUE ALL DIF- 
ferent very fine Used British Col- 
onies. Pictorials, commemoratives, 
airs, etc No low values included. 
A superb selection Only $1.00. 
W. Clifford, 581 West 161 St., New 
York 32. 





WANTED 


ADVERTISING F 

cfis, advertising and political but- 
tons, celluloid and metal. Fred S 
Ring, Route 3, Owatona, Minn. 6t47 


WANTED TO BUY—CHARACTER 
type tobacco jars of all ki 
description and price. 

swap for duplicates 

Habersat, 3127 N 

kee 6, Wis 

I WANT TO BUY OLD U. § 
stamps on or off cover, also earl; 
Ohio covers, APS. 17819, E. C 
Blank, 242 Irving Ave., Dayton 9, 
Ohio. 


WANTED — 


WANTED—LITHOGRAPHS, PHO- 
tos of bill cars, billing stands, Al. 
G. Barnes quarter d_ tabalue 
trucks. F. A. Norton, 

Lights Expo., cio Billboard, 
einnati, Ohio 


Business Directory 


Rate three lines for 6 months, 
$3.00; or 12 
mc nt 





PHOTOS—BARNUM & Bi ATL EY , 
‘ope reques 
9 N 


CHINA AND GLASS- 
ware. E 1a Huffman, South Main 
St., iden, Ohio, on Federal 
~oute f 6 


ANT: QUE sy 


NEW & BACK CO- 
pies magazin 
Post, 105 W 

Tenn 
ANTIQUES—GENE 
niture, china, ¢ 
tween Millville-Oxf 
Mrs. Harold Sapp. 


ANTIQUES—WHEN IN CAMDEN, 
stop at Hattie Hibbins, S. Main St., 
Camden, Ohio. x6 


and 


R ra RO rt MUSIC, 


6t1047 


sent 
tion: 
Churchill, 
Joseph L, 


Woodcock and 





all kind or 
saddles. Send 
horse de- 


size wit 2 38S or 
10¢ for picture type 
sired. 

BARNIE M. 


46 Ma 


SHEVLIN 
Buffalo 15, N. Y. 
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KING BROS, CIRCUS 


from page ¢ 





in somersaulting leaps 
high springboard to the 
finale 0, 

omer 
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nd Hope 


compar f four 


We 





A TRIBUTE TO 
HARRY CAREY 


kindne f a GRE 
DERSTANDING mé 


THE SHELL COLLECTORS 





Consignment of Circusiana 
Solicited for Mail Auctions 


I you have a collection of CIRCUSIANA 
or good single items to sell I should be 


pleased to handk them lor you 


Your correspondence is invited as to rates 


open sale dates and other details 


C. SPENCER CHAMBERS 


P.O. Box 722 SYRACUSE 1, N. Y 


CIRCUS — WANT TO BUY - MAGIC 
Cash for Circus and Magic prc ms, posters, heralds, cour- 
r heads, photos, route 

s, ete. State all in first 

tiving date: i or, n Be ice. Cash paid day 

items received. Americ foremost de Circus material 


SPENCER CHAMBERS 


P.O. tae 722 ; SYRACUSE 1 H NEW YORK 





